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Tudor cottages that were nearly saved

A reader’s letter in the Surrey Advertiser on January 25
asking if anyone remembered some long-gone
cottages, led to a several replies. Here, the curator of local
history at Guildford Museum, Matthew Alexander, tells the
story of the houses and their demise

UNTIL 1957, a group of timber-
framed cottages stood at the
junction of Park Street and the
Farnham Road in Guildford.

They had been built in late
Elizabethan or early Jacobean
times, using oak from the
woodlands which then covered
much of southern Surrey.

The roofs were constructed
with the “queen post” or
“gueen strut” trusses, typical of
Guildford houses at that time.

Two had the characteristic
“jetty”, where the upper floor
projected beyond the lower.

The hillside rose steeply
behind the cottages, and flights
of steps were needed to enter
them. These gave the group a
picturesque appearance, which
attracted the eye of many later
artists.

They were originally built as
four cottages, which could
have been well-to-do trades-
men’s or craftsmen’s homes.
However, as time passed and
architectural fashions
changed, the cottages went
“down market” and were sub-
divided into smaller homes.

This was a common fate for
Guildford’s timber-framed
houses; their construction
made alterations simple. This
versatility helped preserve
many of them until the 20th
century.

When house numbers were
introduced, the first cottage
became 12 and 13 Park Street.
The others were considered to
be in Farnham Road. This led
to confusion when people
spoke of the “Park Street cot-
tages” or the “Farnham Road
cottages”. One became num-
bers 2 and 4 Farnham Road, the
next 6 and 8 (with its impres-

sive chimney), and the last
number 10. In Victorian times,
their picturesque appearance
made them the subject of
many paintings and photo-
graphs. However, the accom-
modation they offered was
increasingly below standard.

There was a single living
room on the ground floor, with
two or three bedrooms above.

At the back was a scullery
that contained only a sink and
a cold water tap.

There was no indoor sanita-
tion and they were damp and
unventilated.

In 1910, it was proposed that
the cottages should be demol-
ished. This brought protests
from those who wished them
preserved for their historic and
artistic value.

The protesters prevailed and
the cottages were saved. Later,
in 1937, a public subscription
was even raised to help main-
tain them.

However, after the Second
World War, attitudes changed.
The cottages were certainly
cheap to rent, at a time that
housing was desperately
scarce.

Nevertheless, the living con-
ditions they afforded were con-
sidered unacceptable. In
March 1954 Guildford Borough
Council declared them unfit for
human habitation. The council
had another reason to see the
removal of these cottages: the
ambitious plans to redevelop
the town centre meant that
Park Street had to be widened.

However, by this time the
cottages had been “listed” as
being of historic importance as
a group, and given a 2* grade.

The Society for the

Protection of Ancient Buildings
protested against their demoli-
tion, saying that the basic
structures were still sound.
Despite this, Guildford
Borough Council insisted that
they were unfit, and too dilapi-
dated to be restored
economically.

The Guildford Society and
the West Surrey Society were
consulted and reluctantly
agreed that the borough was
right. On July 6, 1955, Surrey
County Council also formally
accepted that the cottages had
to go.

For nearly two years, nothing
happened. Then, at the end of
April 1957, the last tenants left
the cottages and the owners
made preparations to demolish
them. Surrey County Council
then seemed to have second
thoughts about its decision in
1955, but its objections were
over-ruled. In any case, demo-
lition work had already begun
and by mid-May had reached a
point beyond which they could
not be saved.

By the end of the month the
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Possibly the best view of the cottages in Park Street and Farnham Road. The arrows and numbers have been added to tie in with Matthew Alexander’s article.

cottages had been levelled and
the site cleared. No detailed
plans or other formal record
were ever made of them.

In this way a Guildford land-
mark passed into history. The
1950s and 1960s saw many old
buildings in the town knocked
down to make way for new
ones.

However, there grew an
increasing feeling that historic
buildings should be conserved
wherever possible, and today it
seems unlikely that, in the
same circumstances, the cot-
tages would have been
destroyed.

Going, going....

Numbers 4,6 and 8 Farnham Road.

The vintage pictures seen on this page are courtesy of Guildford Museum. Thanks also to Philip Hutchinson who e-mailed an almost identical photo to the one above.

A view of the backs of the cottages with demolition well under way.

Upstalrs in one of the Farnham Road cottages.
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READERS who replied to
Elizabeth Gabriel’s letter about
the Park Street cottages includ-
ed one from Annie Eyre of
Guildford.

She writes: “My three broth-
ers were brought up in the cot-
tages in the mid 1950s.

“They had two bedrooms,
small kitchen, a small living
room, an open fire and a small
cooking range with electric
hobs in the kitchen.

“The floor had red quarry
tiles in the kitchen. When the
cottages were demolished my

From left, the backs of
numbers 2 and 4 Farnham
Road and number 13 Park

Street. The department store
Harvey’s in the High Street can
just be seen on the skyline.

mother and brothers went to
then live in the prefabs in
Southway Avenue in
Westborough.”

A Jacqueline of Godalming,
who signed her correspon-
dence from “a local”, wrote:
“Yes, | do remember the Tudor

A rare view of the cottages looking back down Park Street. The
hanging sign outside the Plough pub can be seen near where the
lorry is parked. On the right can be seen part of Stanton’s

cottages in Park Street, but
what’s wrong with dirt floors!

“My cottage is only
Georgian, but it still has two
dirt floors underneath; wood-
en spring ones above.

“It’s no problem, and the tap,
(Tudor style), was indeed a lux-

household furniture store.

guarry tiles and a small kitchen range

ury. Mine had no mains water
until recently — only a bucket
and well.

“They should have been
saved.

“What a tourist attraction
they would have been and a joy
for all the artists to paint.”

Cupid’s Corner
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Kerry from Leap of Love.

Leap of Love

LEAP of Love is an exclusive and per-
sonal introduction agency that helps
people from all walks of life meet like
minded people in Surrey, Sussex and
Hampshire.

Meeting new people can be
extremely difficult for a number of
different reasons. Either you are new
to the area, don't have the time due to
day-to-day demands, you don't feel
you have confidence or go to the
same places with the same circle of
friends and no-one new joins you.

If this sounds familiar and you are
looking for love or friendships and
have had enough of kissing frogs,
Leap of Love can help you with its
exclusive and personal membership.

Kerry from Leap of Love said: “Join

Just call

01483 579234

e:guildford@searchmate.co.uk
we search

w: www.searchmate.co.uk/Guildford

Be my
Valentine!

Looking for love
in YOUR life?

Searchmate Guildford
provides a confidential,
safe, bespoke introduction
service to find the one to
change your lifel

Have you

Membership
benefits include....

e Personal one to one consultation

e Picture and profile

e Unlimited hand picked introductions

e Profiles and Members only area on website

e Continued support throughout membership via
telephone, e-mail and letter

e |eap of Love events
e 6 or 12 month membership

Interested...?
Call Now on 01252 400274

or visit

www.leap-of-love.co.uk

us on our ‘lilly pad’ so Leap of Love
can help you.”

See advertisement for
details.
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Searchmate

FEBRUARY is here and the month
traditionally associated with love,
love, love, is proving to be a great
motivator for local singles to remedy
their solo status.

The search is on by many unat-
tached people for a new partner,
according to match-making profes-
sional Jacqui Stanford, area director
of Searchmate.

She said: “Valentine’s Day is one of
those benchmark events each year
which motivates singles to make a
positive decision to find a new
partner.

“Joining our introduction agency
is a great way to put some fizz and
excitement back into your love life.”

Jacqui’s agency caters for local sin-
gles who are discerning people and

who are sincere about wanting to
form a loving, long term relationship.

“When you join Searchmate you
know your prospective partner is
serious about finding a relationship
because every member has invested
time and money in joining an upmar-
ket agency,” Jacqui added.

“Another unique part of our service
is the head-hunting element,
although we are the largest dating
agency in the UK, in the unlikely
event we don't have your ideal match
on our books, we then actively head-
hunt for your perfect match.

“l have access to information about
other single people who are keen for
introductions and whom | will con-
tact and vet for you.

“By offering a bespoke service to
genuine people who are on their own,
we aim to make finding a loving rela-
tionship a relatively painless and safe
experience.

“There is someone for everyone
out there.

“It's my job to help fate get you
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BLACKHEATH LANE, BLACKHEATH, GUILDFORD, SURREY, GU4 8RB.

WITH YOUR MEAL.

RICHARD SHARP
PLAYING THROUGHOUT
THE EVENING.

FOR MORE INFO CALL: 01483 893 152 | www.thevillagersinn.co.uk

BOOK & RECEIVE
A COMPLIMENTARY BOTTLE OF WINE

Searchmate can help you find a new partner.

together and make it
possible that your
future Valentine’s Days
can be shared with a
great new partner.”

To speak to a profes-
sional friend who will
help you search for your

perfect partner call
Jacqui on 01483
579234.

Alternatively, you can
e-mail her at guild-
ford@searchmate. co.uk




