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ADVERTISERS’ ANNOUNCEMENT
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Alistair Mann, of Independent Investment Planning Ltd, gives
tips and advice on making your own budget so as to keep

your finances in good shape for the next 12 months

HHeerree  aarree  yyoouurr  llooccaall  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  
FFiinnaanncciiaall  AAddvviisseerrss

AS chartered financial planners we help our
clients balance costs and benefits of their
objectives; as IFAs we research the market for
providers and funds to check performance and
costs, but a main consideration is also to min-
imise tax. 

March brings the spring equinox, when day
and night are equally balanced. March also sees
the Chancellor’s budget balance Government
finances between income (from tax) and
expenditure (benefits). 

Ideally, maximum benefit from minimum tax
– this is a cue for our planning.

Budget day grabs headlines for the changes it
makes, but taxpayers would do well to treat
March and April as an opportunity to review
their own “budget balance” – between money
now and future savings’ needs; but also
between burden of tax and benefit of “routine”
tax reliefs.

Many high profile “tax breaks” removed or
introduced do not greatly affect most of us. 

Despite media discussion on taxation of
“non-domicile” residents, minimising tax on
savings, investments and retirement plans is
probably more relevant to most readers

Here then are three thoughts for a taxpayer’s
budget to keep your finances in balance in
2008/09:

■ Pension contributions offer massive tax
benefits and a fund for retirement. Basic rate
taxpayers will get £200 contributed by the tax-
man for every £800 invested. A healthy 25%
immediate return guaranteed. Higher rate tax-
payers also get £200 tax rebate under self
assessment, a guaranteed total return of 50%.
Everyone, even non taxpayers, can have pen-
sions, “non-earners” may have £2,880 con-
tributed and get £720 paid in from the taxman.
Benefits include 25% of the fund as a tax-free
cash sum.

■ ISA savings (up to £7,200). Don’t leave it to
the last minute – think about funding monthly.
Ask your adviser how pound cost averaging
reduces effects of volatile markets, potentially
making money over periods when markets
don’t. Think about transferring cash ISAs into
equity ISAs to retain their ISA status (depend-
ing on your need for absolute access). Phase
the transfer from cash for Pound Cost
Averaging. 

■ Capital gains tax (CGT) exemptions. UK
residents may take £9,600 (2008/09) capital
gains tax free. Basic rate taxpayer suffer £1,920
tax on the same return in income. Consider at
least £100,000 in investments subject to CGT
not income tax. (unit or investment trusts not
investment bonds), 7% return in an investment
bond means 1.26% tax, or £1,260 more tax in a
£100,000 bond than a unit trust.

Finally, don’t forget that April sees the last
week of the old tax year, but also the first week
in  the new tax year – the ideal time to start
phasing contributions into a new ISA; review
pension contributions; review your invest-
ments and your financial plans.

The ideal time to balance your own budge'
for maximum benefit with the minimum tax.

I’d be pleased to discuss these or other finan-
cial issues, contact my office for a confidential,
no obligation appointment. Your local IFA, list-
ed on this page is similarly available
■ Alistair Mann, Independent Investment
Planning Ltd,  21a High Street, Cobham, KT11
3DH. Tel: 01932 863400.
E-mail: Alistair@iiplanning.com 

Why choose an independent financial adviser? Because it
pays to take an unbiased view. Those listed here are either

an appointed representative of a network or national which
is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services

Authority or are directly authorised and regulated

GGuuiillddffoorrdd
❏ Jelf Group plc, PM House, Riverway Estate, Old
Portsmouth Road, Guildford GU3 1LZ. Specialising
in investments, pensions, personal financial plan-
ning and employee benefits. Contact Ken Smith,
01483 431134. E-mail ken.smith@jelfgroup.com
Website: www.jelfgroup.com.

❏ Arctic Life & Pensions, Compton House, Walnut
Tree Close, Guildford, GU1 4TX. Managing director
Simon Burke. Tel: 01483 502050. Fax: 01483 458958.
e-mail: alpffs@btconnect.com.

❏ Guildford Wealth Management Limited,
Independent Financial Advisers. Contact Graham
Ellwood, 01483 300777 or 07899 846626
E-mail: guildfordwealth@btconnect.com or info@
guildfordwealth.co.uk
Website: www.guildfordwealth.co.uk

AAsshhtteeaadd
❏ Bailey Financial Ltd, 17 The Street, Ashtead,
Surrey. KT21 1AA
Tel: 01372 277271. E-mail: enquiries@surreyinsur-
ance.co.uk

FFaarrnnhhaamm
❏ Jupp Castle Financial Services Limited, 17 Finns
Business Park, Bowenhurst Lane, Mill Lane,
Crondall, Farnham, GU10 5HP
Tel: 01252 852391. E-mail: brian@juppcastle.co.uk

CCoobbhhaamm
❏ Independent Investment Planning Ltd, 21a High
Street, Cobham, KT11 3DH
Tel: 01932 863400. E-mail: Alistair@iiplanning.com

The IFA Surrey Press Club has two
vacancies for membership, for details
call Graham Ellwood on 01483 300777

Is your budget a little ‘Darling’?

AJTC THEATRE presents
Wedding Story at the West End
Centre, Aldershot, on Thursday,
April 17, at 2pm.

The Westy welcomes the
return of AJTC Theatre with its
new play, featuring live music,
magic, animation and juggling,
all sure to enchant the whole
family.

Once upon a time, there was a
wedding, but a boy is hiding
under the table while his mum,
grandmother and new stepfather
search for him.  

Using puppets, music, anima-
tion, projection and magic, the
audience hears how the little boy
works out his fears and problems
as he retreats into a storyland
and sets off on a perilous and dif-
ficult journey to rescue the beau-
tiful queen from the giant’s dark
and gloomy castle.

Armed with his wooden sword
and a mysterious box he makes

THE Clean House, a sparkling
comedy starring Patricia Hodge,
Eleanor Bron, Joanna McCallum,
Natalia Tena and Oliver Cotton is
at Guildford’s Yvonne Arnaud
Theatre, until Saturday, April 12.

Patricia Hodge leads the cast in
this award-winning comedy writ-
ten by Sarah Ruhl and directed by
John Dove. 

She plays Lane a successful
doctor who hires Matilde (Natalia
Tena) a young Brazilian girl, as
her cleaner. 

Matilde hates cleaning and
spends all day concentrating on
her life-long ambition to become
a comedian. She enters into a
secret arrangement with her
employer’s sister Virginia (Joanna
McCallum) who has become
obsessed with cleaning to fill her
empty days. 

A furious Lane eventually dis-

covers the truth, but is then shat-
tered by the revelation that her
husband Charles (Oliver Cotton)
is having an affair with one of his
patients, the enigmatic and mys-
terious Ana (Eleanor Bron). 

As Lane’s ordered world begins
to unravel into a muddle of jeal-
ously, anger, illness and forgive-
ness the free-spirited Ana’s pas-
sion evokes a soulful grace in
everyone she touches and casts a
delightfully surreal spell over The
Clean House.

Patricia Hodge has enjoyed a
successful career on television
and on stage. 

She has most recently
appeared at the National Theatre
in His Dark Materials and in
Boeing-Boeing and The Country
Wife in the West End. 

Eleanor Bron has an extensive
film, television and stage career.

Her last appearance was at the
Old Vic in All About My Mother. 

Oliver Cotton has spent several
seasons at  the National Theatre
and the RSC, while Natalia Tena’s
most recent stage appearances
are Bronte and Gone To Earth for
Shared Experience. 

Joanna McCallum’s broad
career includes roles in Electra at
The Gate, Don’t Look Now at the
Lyric, Hammersmith, and a UK
tour of Habeas Corpus with Sir
Peter Hall’s company. 

The Clean House won the 2004
Susan Smith Blackburn Prize and
was a finalist for the coveted
Pulitzer Prize for drama. 

Tickets for The Clean House are
can be booked by calling the
Yvonne Arnaud Theatre box
office on 01483 440000 or by visit-
ing the website at www.
yvonne-arnaud.co.uk.

the perilous climb up layer upon
layer towards the castle. He
meets strangely familiar charac-
ters who offer advice and gifts
that will help when he gets to his
destination.  

The things he learns from this
story help the little boy come to
terms with his fears and prob-
lems so that he can come out
from under the table to join the
wedding party.

This charming show cleverly
draws on traditional Jewish and
East European folk tales that
gently explore the challenges of
family change.

AJTC is a small-scale theatre
company based in Guildford.
The company is committed to
developing and nurturing new
material of the highest quality for
national and international tour-
ing, playing to both theatre and
non-theatre venues and as a
result, it has garnered praise

Clean play with
plenty of polish

Wedding is a marriage 
of magic and adventure

from all quarters for each of its
enchanting productions.

Wedding Story is suitable for
ages six to 10, and  runs for about
55 minutes. Tickets are priced £5
from the West End Centre box
office on 01252 330040.

Face to face in TThhee  CClleeaann  HHoouussee at the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre, Guildford.
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