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Alistair Mann, of Independent Investment Planning Ltd, gives
tips and advice on making your own budget so as to keep

your finances in good shape for the next 12 months
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AS chartered financial planners we
help our clients balance costs and
benefits of their objectives; as IFAs
we research the market for providers
and funds to check performance and
costs, but a main consideration is
also to minimise tax. 

March brings the spring equinox,
when day and night are equally bal-
anced. March also sees the
Chancellor’s budget balance
Government finances between
income (from tax) and  expenditure
(benefits). 

Ideally, maximum benefit from
minimum tax – this is a cue for our
planning.

Budget day grabs headlines for the
changes it makes, but taxpayers
would do well to treat March and
April as an opportunity to review
their own “budget balance” –
between money now and future sav-
ings’ needs; but also between burden
of tax and benefit of “routine” tax
reliefs.

Many high profile “tax breaks”
removed or introduced do not great-
ly affect most of us. 

Despite media discussion on taxa-
tion of “non-domicile” residents,
minimising tax on savings, invest-
ments and retirement plans is prob-
ably more relevant to most readers

Here then are three thoughts for a
taxpayer’s budget to keep your
finances in balance in 2008/09:

■ Pension contributions offer
massive tax benefits and a fund for
retirement. Basic rate taxpayers will
get £200 contributed by the taxman

for every £800 invested. A healthy
25% immediate return guaran-
teed. Higher rate taxpayers also
get £200 tax rebate under self
assessment, a guaranteed total
return of 50%. Everyone, even non
taxpayers, can have pensions,
“non-earners” may have £2,880
contributed and get £720 paid in
from the taxman. Benefits include
25% of the fund as a tax-free cash
sum.

■ ISA savings (up to £7,200).
Don’t leave it to the last minute –
think about funding monthly. Ask
your adviser how pound cost aver-
aging reduces effects of volatile
markets, potentially making
money over periods when markets
don’t. Think about transferring
cash ISAs into equity ISAs to retain
their ISA status (depending on
your need for absolute access).
Phase the transfer from cash for
Pound Cost Averaging. 

■ Capital gains tax (CGT)
exemptions. UK residents may
take £9,600 (2008/09) capital gains
tax free. Basic rate taxpayer suffer
£1,920 tax on the same return in
income. Consider at least £100,000
in investments subject to CGT not
income tax. (unit or investment
trusts not investment bonds), 7%
return in an investment bond
means 1.26% tax, or £1,260 more
tax in a £100,000 bond than a unit
trust.

Finally, don’t forget that April
sees the last week of the old tax
year, but also the first week in  the
new tax year – the ideal time to
start phasing contributions into a
new ISA; review pension contribu-
tions; review your investments
and your financial plans.

The ideal time to balance your
own budge' for maximum benefit
with the minimum tax.

I’d be pleased to discuss these or
other financial issues, contact my
office for a confidential, no obliga-
tion appointment. Your local IFA,
listed on this page is similarly
available
■ Alistair Mann, Independent
Investment Planning Ltd,  21a
High Street, Cobham, KT11 3DH.
Tel: 01932 863400.
E-mail: Alistair@iiplanning.com 

Why choose an independent financial adviser? Because it pays to take an
unbiased view. Those listed here are either an appointed representative of a

network or national which is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Services Authority or are directly authorised and regulated
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❏ Jelf Group plc, PM House, Riverway Estate, Old
Portsmouth Road, Guildford GU3 1LZ. Specialising
in investments, pensions, personal financial plan-
ning and employee benefits. Contact Ken Smith,
01483 431134. E-mail ken.smith@jelfgroup.com
Website: www.jelfgroup.com.

❏ Arctic Life & Pensions, Compton House, Walnut
Tree Close, Guildford, GU1 4TX. Managing director
Simon Burke. Tel: 01483 502050. Fax: 01483 458958.
e-mail: alpffs@btconnect.com.

❏ Guildford Wealth Management Limited,
Independent Financial Advisers. Contact Graham
Ellwood, 01483 300777 or 07899 846626
E-mail: guildfordwealth@btconnect.com or info@
guildfordwealth.co.uk
Website: www.guildfordwealth.co.uk
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❏ Bailey Financial Ltd, 17 The Street, Ashtead,
Surrey. KT21 1AA
Tel: 01372 277271. E-mail: enquiries@surreyinsur-
ance.co.uk
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❏ Jupp Castle Financial Services Limited, 17 Finns
Business Park, Bowenhurst Lane, Mill Lane,
Crondall, Farnham, GU10 5HP
Tel: 01252 852391. E-mail: brian@juppcastle.co.uk
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❏ Independent Investment Planning Ltd, 21a High
Street, Cobham, KT11 3DH
Tel: 01932 863400. E-mail: Alistair@iiplanning.com

The IFA Surrey Press Club has two vacancies for membership,
for details call Graham Ellwood on 01483 300777

Alan is hired by
creative agency

WITH the new series of The
Apprentice underway, the
nation is set to be hooked once
again following the candidates’
progress in the marathon race
to be crowned Sir Alan Sugar’s
apprentice.

While it seems everyone has
an opinion on the iconic busi-
ness figure, Alan Hopkins – the
latest recruit at Flipside, the
integrated marketing shop in
Cranleigh – is better placed
than most to know the man
behind what has become one
of TV’s most famous
catchphrases.

As Sir Alan Sugar’s former
marketing director, Hopkins
spent the last six years of his
career working alongside him
at his Essex Amstrad head-
quarters until the business was
sold to Sky last summer in a

What the internet can do for you
THE Woking branch of the
Federation of Small Business is
welcoming marketing and
internet technology specialists
Jim Strong and Charles Barbor,
from NetCollaborators,
Camberley to discuss the
potential of the internet for
with regard to small businesses
later this month.

The event on Wednesday,

April 23, will start with a net-
working buffet, followed by a
presentation which will con-
sider how the internet can
lower operating costs, open up
new markets, retain existing
customers and enable small
business to deal with larger
corporates.

“It is the right time for small
businesses to re-evaluate the

potential of internet-based
business services,”said Barbor.

“Unfortunately, many small
business owners have had bad
experiences in the past. 

“But the massive expansion
of broadband connections by
both public and business users
and with access to open source
software solutions and rock
bottom computer costs  makes

it imperative to try again.” 
Those interested in attend-

ing can bring  a friend or busi-
ness colleague to the event
which is open to non FSB
members. 

The cost of the evening is
£10 per person. 

To book call Pat or Judy at
the regional office on 01403
734257. 

Why credit crunch fears should not spark widespread panic 
GUILDFORD-based independ-
ent financial advisers, HFS
Milbourne is warning those
with investments in the stock
market, pension funds or any
other kind of long-term invest-
ment to review all their options
in response to the ongoing dif-
ficulties in the financial 
markets. “Talk of a credit

crunch and subsequent drop
in the FTSE 100 share index,
and just general bad news from
the financial sector, should not
prompt people to panic and
make the wrong decisions
about their investments,” says
Colin Hayden-Cook, HFS
Milbourne Financial Services
joint managing director.

“Instead, clients should expect
regular review meetings from
their professional advisers so
that poor performing sectors
and funds are spotted that
much earlier. 

“We agree reviews of any-
thing up to four times a year,
depending on a client’s 
circumstances, but whatever

the frequency, it means that
all-round performance is
improved significantly.”

HFS Milbourne also deploys
sophisticated web-based ana-
lytical tools which can access
performance data for funds
and model a range of options.
This means recommendations
can be back-tested to see the

effect of any proposed
changes. “Equities are a medi-
um to long-term investment
and history shows that whatev-
er goes down will go back up,”
Hayden-Cook says.  

“Nonetheless, investors
need to know that they are in
the best funds to ride out the
downside and to maximise the

upside. For serious investors
who have seen how the 
markets and various financial
sectors have changed, this is
the time to take stock and
make sure that you are really
getting the best out of all your
assets.  Building a close rela-
tionship with your financial
adviser will help maximise

those opportunities.”
He further suggests consoli-

date funds to significantly
reduce administration and
allow more time to be spent on
fund management while pro-
viding access to the very best
sectors and funds on the 
market. 

Fine wine, ethical or green

investment funds are all poten-
tial options.

HFS Milbourne Financial
Services also offers independ-
ent advice on a wide range of
services including personal
wealth management, employ-
ee benefits, pensions, 
corporate financial planning
and mortgages.

AN internationally acclaimed
veterinary surgeon, who paved
the way for bionic limb surgery
on survivors of the July 2005
terrorist attacks in London has
received multi-million pound
assistance from  Clydesdale
Bank in Guildford to build on
his pioneering work.

Surrey-based Noel
Fitzpatrick hit the headlines
last year when, in a world first,
he gave a Belgian Shepherd dog
an artificial prosthesis that
allowed skin to grow over a
metal implant, thereby pre-
venting infection. 

The technique has subse-
quently been used to give pros-
thetic arms to several human
patients, some of whom lost
limbs in the London bombings. 

Now, in another first, he has
purchased a state-of-the-art
closed field MRI scanner for his
new practice, Fitzpatrick
Referrals,  near Godalming, to
pioneer ideas and techniques
between animal and human
surgery.

The £620,000 Siemens
Medical Solutions MAGNE-
TOM Symphony scanner was
bought as part of a £5 million
package of funding agreed with
Clydesdale Bank’s financial
solution’s centre (FSC) in
Guildford. 

Fitzpatrick Referrals, which
provides orthopaedic and neu-
rosurgical diagnosis, treatment
and aftercare to dogs and cats,
is the only veterinary surgery in
Europe to deploy such a power-

ful piece of equipment. 
The deal also enabled the

renowned surgeon to purchase
the freehold to the Eashing site
with the aim of establishing a
worldwide centre of excel-
lence, combining compassion-
ate care with surgical and 
diagnostic expertise. 

After having difficulties
securing funding elsewhere,
Fitzpatrick who employs sever-
al other surgeons plus support

staff, approached Clydesdale
Bank’s financial solutions 
centre aware that it would be
able to sign off multi-million
pound deals locally and agree
high levels of lending for major
investment.

“Clydesdale Bank has been
very supportive about dealing
with an innovative, dynamic
business which has not always
been the case in my experience
with other banks,” he said.

“They have had the vision
and tenacity of purpose to stick
with the concept through to
the end and I have no hesita-
tion in saying that without
Clydesdale Bank this would not
have happened.”

Kevin Bleakley, business
banking partner at Guildford
FSC, said the ability to make
local lending decisions played
a key role in role in enabling
the bank to structure this deal. 

He said: “One of the main
elements of the lending deci-
sion is about backing Noel
Fitzpatrick personally, believ-
ing in his ability and his busi-
ness plan.

“So being able to meet him
and see him in action, enabled
our credit partner to truly
understand the opportunity
which would have been diffi-
cult if he was simply relying
upon a report.”

Bank’s support for dynamic veterinary work

RENOWNED Surrey law firm
Hart Brown has merged with
Ponsford Devenish, a long-
established firm of solicitors  in
Wimbledon village.

The move sees the respec-
tive offices complement their
existing services and enables
Hart Brown to consolidate its
growing London clientbase.

Hart Brown, which has
offices in Guildford and across
Surrey, will strengthen  the
existing teams at Ponsford
Devenish and make available
trust and investment services
and matrimonial help.

“This is a very exciting and
natural development for Hart
Brown as we already have
many clients and contacts in
the London area,” said Bettina
Brueggemann managing part-
ner at Hart Brown.

“We are very strong in the
private client sector and the
property sector and what they
do therefore mergers well into
our set up.

“Hart Brown has over many
years built up a strong reputa-
tion for providing a high quali-
ty service for an ever-growing
list of clients. 

“We believe in always acting
only in the best interests of our
clients. Building long-term
relationships with our clients is
key to our delivering a much

Seen left, Noel
Fitzpatrick
and Kevin

Bleakley,
business 
banking 

partner at
Clydesdale’s

financial 
solutions 
centre in

Guildford.

by Caroline Bullock
deal worth £125 million.

He was responsible for
launching a range of innovative
products including the e-mail
telephone, which saw Amstrad
join forces with British Telecom
to produce a phone which
offers pay as you go access to
e-mail without a computer.

He is now swopping Essex
for rural Surrey and having
worked with marketing agen-
cies all his life, was surprised
and delighted to stumble upon
Flipside at what is described as
its ‘creative village’ base in
Cranleigh.

He has already taken up con-
sultancy duties working along-
side the Flipside team to fur-
ther develop the level of service
and the agency’s portfolio.

“Even in London it would be
quite remarkable to find an
agency with such a diverse skill
set, experience and expertise,”
he said. “The fact that big
Surrey businesses can find this

extensive resource on their
doorstep with everything
under the same roof and with-
out having to travel up to the
city has to be a win-win situa-
tion for everybody.”

As well as marketing
prowess, Hopkins brings a
wealth of commercial experi-
ence to his role.

Part of his remit with Sir Alan
was to devise some of the busi-
ness tasks on The Apprentice,
which see the candidates
pushed to their limits as well as
working closely with the win-
ner of series one, Tim
Campbell.

While these can appear
relatively simplistic on the sur-
face, such as selling £600 worth
of fish in a London market,
Hopkins cites that they are
harder than they look and are
designed to effectively identify
the strengths and weaknesses
of the candidates in a diverse
range of business situations.

And he is full of praise for his
former boss and how he oper-
ates in the corporate world.

“How he appears on televi-
sion is exactly how he is when
you work with him. There is no
side to him or playing up for
the cameras,” he said.

“Charisma aside, Sir Alan is
one of the most straightfor-
ward and open businessmen
you could hope to meet.

“He’ll always tell you exactly
what he thinks in a very direct
fashion. If you make it to be his
apprentice you know it will be
hard work, but you’ll learn
more in a year with Sir Alan
than you’ll learn in three years
anywhere else.”

He added: “The only thing
that doesn’t come across on the
programme is what a real fam-
ily man he is and how that side
of things is so important to
him, he’s fantastic with his
children and grandchildren.”

“You’ll learn more in a year with Sir Alan than you’ll learn in
three years anywhere else.”

Merger to
strengthen

services

faster and more cost effective
service which together with
our friendly approach is much
appreciated by our clients time
and time again. 

“Opening this Wimbledon
office will add to our capacity
to serve our broad range of
clients and the private and
commercial community 
generally.”

Bruce Ross senior partner at
Ponsford Devenish added:
“The services that Ponsford

Devenish is experienced in
delivering complement the
services that  Hart Brown offers
and combined our clients will
benefit from the added
strength and depth as well as
new and innovative aspects of
client care which Hart Brown
are able to offer.”

For further information
about Hart Brown solicitors
and the services on offer call
01483 887766 or visit
www.hartbrown.co.uk

Managing partner at Hart Brown, Bettina Brueggemann.

Is your budget a little ‘Darling’?

Alan Hopkins is the latest recruit at Flipside in Cranleigh.
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